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and Raley for all their efforts, and I look for-
ward to working with them in the future. 
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Claude Laval III and his 
family for their continual support of the Juve-
nile Diabetes Foundation (JDF). This year, the 
JDF chapter in Fresno is honoring Claude 
Laval and family as the first recipients of the 
‘‘Living & Giving Award.’’ The Laval family 
played an instrumental part in the Pediatric Di-
abetes Center in Fresno, at Valley Children’s 
Hospital. The mission statement of the Juve-
nile Diabetes Foundation is to ‘‘Find a cure for 
Diabetes and its complications through the 
support of research.’’ Mr. Laval is an active 
participant in promoting the JDF mission state-
ment. 

The Laval family became involved with the 
Juvenile Diabetes Foundation 20 years ago 
when their daughter was diagnosed with Dia-
betes. Along with their support for JDF, the 
Laval family supported numerous Diabetes 
camps, making it possible for many children to 
attend the camps. They are also dedicated 
supporters of the JDF walks to cure Diabetes. 

Claude Laval was born and raised in Fres-
no, he graduated from Stanford University in 
1957. He is the sole owner and president of 
the Claude Laval Corporation. The Claude 
Laval Corporation is an International manufac-
turing company of filtration devices and down 
hole cameras. The Corporation is in its 27th 
year. 

In addition to his Corporation, Claude is 
deeply committed to our community and ac-
tively serves on several state and local organi-
zations. He has been on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Fresno Business Council since 
1993, Chairman of the Jobs and Economic 
Development Committee and a member of the 
Fresno Business Council since 1996. Mr. 
Laval has served as Chairman of the Central 
Valley Business Incubator since 1997. His 
service is not only limited to the Central Val-
ley, he serves as Director of International For-
est Products in Vancouver, BC, Canada since 
1994 along with a committee in Washington, 
DC where he is currently active on the Irriga-
tion Association Legislative and Regulatory 
Committee. Claude is Director of GDT Cor-
poration in Phoenix, Arizona and the Director 
of American Ground Water Trust in Concord, 
New Hampshire. These are just a few of the 
services that Mr. Laval has committed himself 
to. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay 
tribute to Claude Laval III and his family, for 
their service to the Juvenile Diabetes Founda-
tion. Mr. Laval is a faithful public servant, who 
has taken it upon himself to be a active partic-
ipant in numerous causes and organizations 
throughout the United States and Canada. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in wishing Laude 
Laval and his family many more years of con-
tinued service and success. 
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Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, the US/NATO 
military intervention in Kosovo is not driven by 
any vested interests, financial or strategic hid-
den agenda. These nations are motivated by 
great moral interests and high standards 
which require that civilized people never again 
should tolerate any rationalization for geno-
cide. Our nation’s generous commitment of re-
sources and the large-scale risk of American 
lives, not in pursuit of the usual narrow vital in-
terests, but to protect the sacred lives of 
human beings that we will never know person-
ally, represents a laudable and noble national 
action. The Roman Empire only dispatched its 
legions to achieve greater conquests. This 
American ‘‘indispensable nation’’ has deployed 
its armies in an unprecedented campaign of 
compassion. 

Adolf Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Sadam Hussein, 
Ede Amin, the Hutu Generals of Rwanda; 
Slobodan Milosevic; call the roll of sovereign 
predators who have used murderous ethnic 
scapegoating to seize, hold and expand their 
powers. From ancient Egypt to Kosovo the 
demagogues repeatedly have used the same 
methods and found a willing mass of sup-
porters. The U.S.-led resistance to genocide in 
Kosovo shows that finally we have not only 
learned a vital lesson of history, but now that 
knowledge also provides an imperative for 
painful but effective action. 

Slobodan Milosevic should have been de-
clared a war criminal eight years ago. Diplo-
matic patience has been cleverly manipulated 
by this sovereign predator. Better late than 
never, we must now declare Slobodan 
Milosevic a war criminal and send a clear 
message to all of his confused civilian fol-
lowers now mobilizing in their neighborhoods 
under misplaced banners of nationalism and 
patriotism. For more than eight years the citi-
zens of Serbia/Yugoslavia have failed to mar-
shal internal sovereign resistance to the geno-
cidal policies of their dictator. Their popular 
will majority’s complicity with evil is the true 
cause of the present conflagration in the Bal-
kans. 

War is hell and we extend our prayers to in-
nocent victims on all sides. But the refusal to 
watch the repeat of Hitler’s death pageant is 
our duty. There are some who say that be-
cause we cannot stop genocide everywhere, 
we should refuse to stand against genocide 
anywhere. We can not save them all: Tutsis in 
Rwanda; Kurds in Iraq; Tibetans in China; but 
the world can take united action now. In this 
clear and present instance a portion of the civ-
ilized world has both the capability and the will 
to stop genocide. I am certain that the angels 
in heaven are applauding these bold and 
brave actions. 

Since the civilian electorate of Serbia/Yugo-
slavia has not been willing or able to save 
itself from totalitarian disease; and because a 
minority of military monsters with tanks and 
machine guns can hold the majority of a na-
tion hostage; outside intervention is some-

times the only antidote to a spreading poison. 
Decades of autonomy was the peaceful solu-
tion that Milosevic eradicated. Let the Kosovo 
campaign of compassion send a message to 
sovereign predators everywhere. Sovereign 
predators will not be allowed to savagely de-
vour human rights. Diplomatic condemnation 
of genocide will always be a certainty—and 
sometimes military confrontation will also be 
possible. 

I appeal to progressive thinkers everywhere 
to lay aside any fuzzyminded analyses and re-
member the Hitler syndrome. ‘‘Never Again’’ 
must not be an abstract slogan. Each one of 
us has a duty to take a forceful position. We 
should all be proud of the fact that this ‘‘indis-
pensable nation’’ has both the will and the 
power to reinforce the foundations of a com-
passionate civilization. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
April 10, the Sikhs of the United States 
marched to celebrate the 300th anniversary of 
the initiation of the Khalsa Panth. The march, 
which was led by Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh and 
the Council of Khalistan, was a celebration of 
all the Sikhs in this country. Similar celebra-
tions have been held or are being held in 
other countries. This was a major milestone 
for the Sikh Nation. I congratulate the Khalsa 
Panth (Sikh Nation) on their auspicious 300th 
Baisakhi Day. 

The Sikhs received congratulations from 
several of my colleagues including our own 
Minority Whip, and also from the Mayor of 
Washington, DC, Anthony Williams. I note that 
the Governors of Texas and New Jersey have 
also proclaimed ‘‘the Year of the Khalsa.’’ It is 
good to see such bipartisan support for the 
Sikhs, who are being subjected to brutal atroc-
ities and repression in India. Justice Ajit Singh 
Bains, Chairman of the Punjab Human Rights 
Organization, and General Narinder Singh 
from Punjab, Khalistan, spoke to the event. 
Their remarks were very well received, from 
what I am told. 

I wish I could have joined my Sikh friends 
at this march, but I was not able to do so. I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratu-
late them on this important anniversary. I look 
forward to greeting many of them at the up-
coming Vaisakhi Day parade in New York. 

This anniversary has attracted worldwide at-
tention. The Washington Post and many other 
important media outlets covered this event. At 
this march, the Sikhs of America raised their 
voices loudly for freedom. 

The heritage of the Sikh Nation is freedom. 
They ruled Punjab from 1765 to 1849. It was 
noted at the march that the last of the Sikh 
Gurus, Guru Gobind Singh, gave them a 
sense of national identity 300 years ago. It 
was pointed out that every day the Sikhs pray 
that they shall again rule their homeland, Pun-
jab, Khalistan. 

Sikhs are a separate people, both religiously 
and culturally. They are not a part of Hindu 
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